SANTA MARIA VALLEY WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Engineering, Safety and Environmental Committee 
July 21, 2026 
Sediment Removal Planning Workshop
Notes

Present:	Directors Andy Adam, Ramon Elias, Jerry Mahoney, SMVWCD
		Carol Thomas-Keefer, SMVWCD
		Kathleen Allwine, Ashley & Vance
		John Harris, Numeric Solutions

Director Elias posed the following questions:
· Do we need to remove all excess sediment, or some portion?  What amount of material do we need to address?
· What disposal options are available for this amount of material?

Director Adam:  
· Does sediment need to be removed from specific locations?
· Can keyhole be used annually for sediment fill and removal?
· Should we formulate project first, or seek land owner input first?
· Usual process is to define and propose project then seek comments

Discussion and comments:
· How much sediment to be removed depends on factors such as scouring and economic considerations.
· Where would sediment be placed?
· Use stockpile locations to the extent possible; they are downstream of dam, so placement is challenging.
· Locations should have least amount of public and private constraints.
· Can Kathleen and John quantify the amount of sediment that can be placed in the stockpile locations?
· Kathleen and John to develop recommendation for new LiDAR survey; include the entire watershed (not just the reservoir) in order to include areas other scour areas.
· LiDAR scoping is currently in progress.
· Kathleen suggested dredging below trash rack to reopen drainage line that is currently buried.
· Use dredging where sediment dries out fastest; Kathleen and John can identify best areas for excavation.
· Could excavate channel along existing flow line.
· Best to place sediment outside of drainage area if possible.
· High cost to lift sediment over hillside, outside of drainage area; conveyor?


Discussion to continue at August 4 ESE committee meeting.


